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A Tribute to 


Rey. Movses B. Janbazian 
1945-2000 


Executive Director 


"I was not disobedient to the 


heavenly vision." (Acts. 26. 19) 


Dear Friends: 


Tt is with céeo sorrow that we infarm you of the passing away of ar 
beloved Executive Director, Rev.Dr.Movses B.Janbazian, whose shock 
ing death happened on Monday morning, September 25, 2000. 


Rev.Janbazian’ slifelong Christian ministry was rendered with dedica-— 
tio, genuine humility and unselfish devotim. Hislifetime achievements 
were enormous. He was a true servant of our Lord and a cedicated 
leacer in all aspects, respected not only in Armenian Evangelical can- 
munities wa-ldwide, but throughout the entire Armenian nation in the 
homeland and diaspora 


Those familiar with Rev.Janbazian's devotion to the AMAA and the Evan- 
gelical Church will not be surprised to learn that was in his AMAA office 
when he fell ill, maments after completing wack ¢n a survey of Evangeli-— 
cal churches wa ldwide. Rev.Janbazian immediately sought medical 
attention and was in an ambulance, in the campany of his wife Louisa 
and medical personnel, when he suffered a massive heart attack, and 
the Lord took him fran us. 


The outpouring resconses of love, the countless nunber of letters of 
sympathy, and memorial services held in different areas of the U.S. and 
many countries around the warld, are indicatics of how greatly he was 
Dbved, respected, and how much he will be missed. W e mourn his pass— 
ing yet we celebrde his life and living testimony of Christia loyalty, 
commitment and sacrificial service. 


On several occasions, inhis srmons and messages, Rev.Janbazian 
had used Apostle Pail’s own words: “I was not disobedient unto the 
heavenly visim.” (Acts 26:19). Indeed, Rev. Movses was abedient to 
that vision, and served our Lord so fervently amd unselfishly until the 
dast minute of his shortbut incredibly filfillirg lifetime .With the help of 
God, we shall amtinue all the dreams Rev.Janbazian envisioned and 
all the plans he fam ulated. 


The AMAA Board of Directors and the Office Staff join in extending their 
hearfelt sympathies to Rev.Janbazian’s wife, Louisa and to the entire 
Janbazian family. 


Tn liaiof flowers a special Endowment Fund was established with the 
AMAA in Rev.Janbazian’s memory, earmarked for Armenia Relief. 


W e extend our giatitucé to all those who exoressed their love and sym— 
pathies, and to all those who remembered him with their generous do- 
nations to the Janbazian Endowment Fund. 


May God show his mercy upon us, am give us wisdom, guidance and 
courage to continue to serve His purposes and succeed in our effatsto 
carry an the legacy of this humble servant of God and great leacr. 


This issue of the AVAA NEWS is dedicated to his lliving and loving 
memory. 


Andy Tarigian 
President 


BIOGRAPHY 


REV. 


R” Movses Boghos Janbazian was born in Anjar, Leba- 
non on July 26, 1945 to Boghos and Agnes Janbazians. 
He received his early education at the Armenian Evangelical 
High School of Anjar. In 1968, he received a B.A. degree in 
Modern European History from Haigazian University, and, 
in 1971, a Master of Christian Education degree from the 
Near East School of Theology, both in Beirut, Lebanon. 

Rev. Janbazian has served Armenian Evangelical churches 
of Lebanon as youth director, Sunday School teacher and su- 
perintendent, and organizer of Sunday School teacher-train- 
ing conferences. He has also served as visiting pastor at Ar- 
menian Evangelical churches in Damascus (Syria) and Zahle 
(Lebanon). 

After founding and directing the Armenian Evangelical So- 
cial Service Center of Trad (Beirut), Lebanon, from 1971 to 
1972, Rev. Janbazian served as a missionary-minister to the 
Armenian Evangelical Central Church of Sao Paulo, Brazil, 
and as the visiting pastor of the First Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Montevideo, Uruguay. Rev. Janbazian had a fruit- 
ful ministry in South America, where his services, in addi- 
tion to regular pastoral duties, also included a weekly city- 
wide radio program, a prison ministry, youth and Armenian 
language programs, and leadership positions in community 
activities. 

In 1980, Rev. Janbazian was called by the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America (AMAA) to serve as the first 
Field Director of the Association. In that capacity, he held a 
variety of administrative and fieldwork responsibilities. In 
1987 he was appointed as the Executive Director of the 
AMAA. As the chief executive officer of the AMAA, Rev. 
Janbazian was responsible for the oversight and guidance of 
the life and work of the AMAA, which was founded in 1918 
as the missionary agency of the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches, and is currently engaged in educational, humani- 
tarian and mission ministries in 23 countries around the world. 

Rev. Janbazian has served as the president and the secre- 
tary of the Armenian Evangelical World Council. He is also a 
member of the Yerevan-based Council of Directors of the 
“Hayastan” All Armenia Fund, the Board of Directors of the 
United Church Board for World Ministries of the United 
Church of Christ, the Board of Directors of Dorcas Aid Inter- 
national in the Netherlands, the Board of Trustees of the 
Stephen Philibosian Foundation, the Board of Directors of 
United Armenian Fund, the Board of Managers of the Near 
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(Photo by Harry Koundakjian - Sept. 17, 2000) 


East School of Theology, the Board of Trustees of Haigazian 
University, the Middle East and Europe Committees of the 
National Council of Churches of Christ-USA, the Board of 
Trustees of the State Engineering University of Armenia, the 
Board of Directors of the Armenian Evangelical Union of 
North America, the Central Committee of the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Fellowship of Europe, and various Armenian and non- 
Armenian church-related agencies. Rev. Janbazian’s outstand- 
ing contribution to worldwide mission and service ministries 
was recognized with an honorary degree of Doctor of Divin- 
ity conferred upon him by Haigazian University of Beirut, 
Lebanon, in 1998. 

Rev. Janbazian was married to the former Louisa 
Youmoushakian of Beirut, Lebanon. Mrs. Janbazian currently 
resides in Paramus, NJ, with their two children, Vahak Boghos 
and Ani Agnes. 
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EDITORIAL MESSAGE 


In memory of Rey. Movses B. Janbazian 


By Peter Kougasian, Esq.* 


L the Seventeenth Chapter of Exodus, we 
read this, about the battle between the 
Amalekites and the Israelites: 

"Then came Amalek, and fought with Is- 
rael in Rephidim. And Moses said unto 
Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight 
with Amalek: tomorrow I will stand on the 
top of the hill with the rod of God in mine 
hand. So Joshua did as Moses had said to 
him, and fought with Amalek: and Moses, 
Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the 
hill. And it came to pass, when Moses held 
up his hand, that Israel prevailed: and when 
he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. But 
Moses’ hands were heavy; and they took a 
stone, and put it under him, and he sat 
thereon; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his 
hands, the one on the one side, and the other 
on the other side; and his hands were steady 
until the going down of the sun. And Joshua 
discomfited Amalek and his people with the 
edge of the sword. And the LORD said unto 
Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book, 
and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua.” (Exo- 
dus 17:8-14) 

As the Israelites crossed the desert in their 
search for the promised land, they were at- 
tacked by a tribe called the Amalekites, and 
they wanted to give up. The Israelites were 
divided by tribal jealousies, they were weak, 
and they were afraid. Some said the 
Amalekites were giants, monsters, so cer- 
tain to destroy the Israelites that the only 
thing to do was abandon this hopeless quest 
for a “promised land,” and return to the only 
life they knew: a life of brutal slavery un- 
der the Egyptians. 

But God had chosen a very special man 
to lead these Israelites. Moses was a man 
of vision and a man of inspiration so great, 
that he need only raise his hands to God, 
and the Israelites prevailed. Where there had 


*Peter Kougasian is the Vice President of the 
AMAA. This message was delivered on Sun- 
day, October 22, 2000 at the Armenian Pres- 
byterian Church of Paramus, NJ, during the 
AMAA's 81st Annual Meeting Worship Ser- 
vice in Celebration and Thanksgiving of the 
life of Rev. Movses B. Janbazian. 


been division, there was now unity. Where 
there was fear, there was now courage. 
Where there was doubt, now there was faith. 

But Moses was human. And his flesh 
grew weak. And his arms grew weary, and 
finally, exhausted, his arms fell. And when 
they did, the Israelites lost their courage, 
they abandoned their faith, and they could 
no longer prevail. 

And rather than find within themselves the 
strength to continue, the Israelites said, if 
only we can make this man to hold up his 
hands past the limits of human endurance, 
then we might yet prevail. And so they 
stood, Aaron and Hur, the one on the one 
side, and the other on the other, and held up 
the arms of this exhausted man, that the Is- 
raelites might not lose their faith. 

And Israel did prevail. And even after 
Moses died in the dessert, and the Israelites 
felt abandoned and confused and afraid, yet 
we know that they reached the Promised 
Land. 

We, too, knew a Moses. We too knew a 
Moses who saw the Promised Land, but did 
not live to see his people get there. 

Our Moses too had a vision. He told us 
his vision in as many words: that Armenia 
could be the new Israel. He believed that 
we, we here in this sanctuary and our broth- 
ers and sisters around the world, could be 
for the modern world what the Jews had been 
for the ancient world: a symbol of how obe- 
dience to God could transform a people. 

And when our Moses raised up his arms, 
everything changed. 

When Moses lifted up his arms, we 
served. For a moment we were able to set 
aside that selfishness which too often 
haunted us in our daily lives. The wealthy 
gave vast fortunes. But even the most des- 
titute gave. 

And why did we give? When we were in 
Armenia, Moses told us the story of how 
the AMAA came to acquire its Yerevan 
headquarters. He took us to a mulberry tree, 
and he said, “the owner of this land and I sat 
under this tree, and we prayed to the Lord 
to tell us what a fair selling price would be.” 
And I remember thinking, “that poor guy 


under the mulberry tree didn’t stand a 
chance!” In the presence of such a man of 
faith as Moses, a man, who at any moment 
was prepared to sacrifice everything for 
God’s Kingdom, who could hold back a 
moment of their time, or a penny of their 
own reward — if Moses were to ask it of 
us? 

And when Moses raised up his arms, we 
united. No longer did we feel torn by tribal 
divisions of politics, or church, or doctrine, 
or nationality. Wherever he went in the 
world, he was seen not as the representative 
of some small schism of the Armenian 
people, but as the avatar of hope for all 
people. In the presence of that great and 
generous spirit, there could be no enemies. 

When Moses lifted his arms, we gained 
courage. For Moses was a man of faith — 
faith in God, yes, above all; but also faith in 
us. When we saw ourselves through Moses’ 
eyes, we saw at last that we were capable of 
doing God’s will — and that was when 
miracles happened. For then, nothing could 
stop us: not the prerogatives of petty bu- 
reaucrats, nor the trembling of tectonic 
plates. 

But our Moses, too, grew weary, and more 
than once his arms fell. Yet, paradoxically, 
each time he fell victim to disease — to dia- 
betes, to cancer, to heart disease — his vig- 
orous recovery only convinced me all the 
more of his indominatability. Surely this 
was proof, a promise that God would not 
take this man from us, while there was still 


(Continued on the following page) 
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A Day of Memory and Thanksgiving 


for the Life of The Rev. Movses B. Janbazian 


By Charles DeMirjian 


hey came from diverse points of the Ar- 

menian Diaspora. They came to salute 
a soldier of the cross of Christ, fallen in ac- 
tion in the prime of his life at age 55. They 
came from across the North American con- 
tinent, from across the Atlantic, France, 
Greece, Lebanon, from Brazil, from Aus- 
tralia, from Armenia itself. 

Grieving, disbelieving duty bound, like 
pilgrims they came to honor a leader who 
himself brought international honor to the 
Armenian name and heritage. 

On this Saturday morning, September 30, 
they gathered silently, steadily, quickly over- 
flowing the sanctuary of the Armenian Pres- 
byterian Church of Paramus, New Jersey, a 
merging mass of ordinary people and ex- 
traordinary leaders from among Armenian 
Evangelicals, Apostolics, and Catholics. 

In death as in life, Rev. Movses Janbazian, 
minister and Executive Director of the Ar- 
menian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA), had the capacity to draw people. 
But on this occasion we would not see that 
certain smile underscoring his penetrating 
eyes, nor hear his continental-accented 
words gently, clearly exhorting us to respond 
to the spiritual and basic needs of deprived 
Armenians. On this occasion, his spirit only 


was present. His earthly vessel was con- 
tained in a coffin, draped with the Arme- 
nian tri-colors, capped by a great garland of 
deep red roses. 

But words were not lacking. They came 
from a confluence of distinguished comrades 
and colleagues called to participate in “A 
Service of Memory and Thanksgiving to 
God for the Life of the Rev. Dr. Movses B. 
Janbazian”. The call to worship, strong and 
uplifting, came from the Rev. Ara 
Heghinian, pastor of the host church. Then 
followed a solemn, ecumenical procession 
of pastors and priests in clerical vestments 
to occupy designated places in the chancel. 
“Soorp, Soorp” (Holy, Holy is the Lord) was 
sung by the choir of the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Church of New York, directed by 
Paul Stephan. Scriptural assurances of eter- 
nal life were read in Armenian by the Rev. 
Krikor Youmoushakian and in English by 
the Rev. Heghinian. 

Somehow rising above their emotional 
pain, two of Rev. Janbazian’s lifelong pas- 
toral partners delivered substantive medita- 
tions on faith and hope. The first was given 
in Armenian by the Rev. Dr. Vahan 
Tootikian, Moderator of the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Union of North America (AEUNA), 


parent orga- 
nization of | 
the AMAA. 
The Rev. Dr. 
Peter Dogh- 
ramji, a 
former mod- 
erator of AEUNA, emphasized in his En- 
glish sermon the challenge to preach the 
good news of the gospel as Rev. Janbazian 
had, based upon the same exhortation made 
2000 years ago by St. Paul to his protege 
Timothy. 

Then ensued, in turn, a deeply moving 
litany of “Words of Remembrance” from 
twelve clergy and layman. The Rev. Karl 
Avakian, Minister to the Union (AEUNA), 
presented a brief biography of Rev Movses 
Janbazian beginning with his formative 
years in Anjar, Lebanon. Here the seeds of 
service were sown, springing inexorably to 
Christian ministry and, fully matured, to the 
prodigious range of worldwide responsibili- 
ties of his 13-year tenure as Executive Di- 
rector of the AMAA. Mr. Andy Torigian, 
President of the AMAA, lauded Rev. 
Janbazian for bringing a new standard of ex- 
cellence to his task by significantly increas- 
ing the AMAA’s missions outreach and fi- 


(Continued on the following page) 


(Continued from page 4) 


work to be done! And so, paradoxically, each 
of his illnesses only made me less accept- 
ing of his mortality, made me that much less 
prepared for his death. 

I remember one day in December of 1997 
in particular. I was in the hospital recover- 
ing from an operation, and Badvelli (pas- 
tor) Movses and his family came to visit me. 
Badvelli Movses recalled his own recent 
heart attack. And he told me that in meditat- 
ing upon what had happened to him, he had 
come to the conclusion that God was not 
simply the creator, but also the sustainer of 
life. And I remember we stood there in that 
hospital room, and we prayed to that God. 

And so, on the day that I received the 


phone call that we each received, the phone 
call telling me that our beloved Moses was 
dead, I had to ask: What now of that God? 
What now of the sustainer of life, now that 
life is no more? 

This is an urgent question. This is not a 
question to await the day when we, too meet 
our maker; nor a question to await the day 
when our Master returns. This is a question 
fornow. And I think the answer is this: yes, 
Badvelli Movses, God is the sustainer of life; 
and even where life has ended, God is yet 
still the sustainer of life. For the life of the 
Christian is the life of the spirit. 

“Write this for a memorial in a book, and 
rehearse it in the ears of Joshua’: that the 


Israelites defeated the Amalekites, that Is- 
rael reached the promised land. 

For this is the story of the books of Moses. 
But it is more than that: it is also the story of 
the life of Jesus Christ and the cross; it is the 
story of the Christian church; it is the story 
of Armenian Christianity; it is the story of 
our Evangelical movement; it is the life story 
of Movses Janbazian; it is the life story of 
each of us; it is above all a voice within each 
of us, a voice that we can hear even now, even 
in these dark moments, a voice that tells us 
that blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
after righteousness, for they shall be satis- 
fied; and blessed even are those who mourn, 
for they shall be comforted, Amen.0 
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nancial strength. With due respect, he cred- 
ited the Rev. Dr. Giragos Chopourian who, 
as Rev. Janbazian’s renowned predecessor 
and mentor, had recruited him as a field di- 
rector, preparing him for the executive di- 
rectorship. 

Next came the Rev. René Léonian, 
AMAA’s Representative in Armenia, who 
observed that although Rev. Janbazian urged 
us to excel by setting the example, he would 
be upset by our tributes and our sorrow. Dr. 
Dale Bishop, Executive Minister of the 
Wider Church Ministries, United Church of 
Christ and long-time confrere in Armenian 
Evangelical affairs, attested that Rev. 
Janbazian had a way of asking the impos- 
sible and getting us to do it because the 
motive and heart of his mission was to 
preach the redeeming love of Christ. 

The Rev. Megerdich Karagoezian, Presi- 
dent, Union of Armenian Evangelical 
Churches of the Near East, brought to mind 
the metaphor of widening concentric circles 
as symbolic of the embracing reach of Rev. 
Janbazian’s work. Words of profound sor- 
row countered by our faith in Christ were 
expressed by the Rev. Gilbert Léonian, Presi- 
dent, Armenian Evangelical Union of France. 

Characterizing the prevailing spirit of 
ecumenicity, three representatives of the 
Armenian Apostolic and Armenian Catho- 
lic churches offered the condolences of 
their respective churches and also ex- 
pressed their personal feelings. Archbishop 
Khajag Barsamian, Primate, Diocese of the 
Armenian Apostolic Church, described 
Rev. Janbazian as an exemplary soldier of 
Christ whose death has diminished the en- 
tire Armenian Community. Archbishop 
Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate, Prelacy of the 
Armenian Apostolic Church, reflected on 
their close ties over a 3-year working rela- 
tionship. The Rev. Raphael Andonian, 
OVM, speaking for the Armenian Catholic 
Exarch of the United States and Canada, re- 
affirmed that Rev. Janbazian well knew the 
need to move beyond words to action in 
achieving his remarkable record of results 
for the AMAA. 

Two laymen were the appropriately last 
speakers. Mr. Robert Hekemian, Jr. spoke 
on behalf of three generations of his family, 
ardent supporters of the AMAA, citing the 
influence of Rev. Janbazian as an intimate 
friend and counselor. He also revealed the 
irony that Rev. Janbazian’s own assessment 


Some of the participants at the Service of Memory and Thanksgiving: (from top left to right) 
Rey. Karl Avakian, Minister to the AEUNA; Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate, Dio- 
cese of the Armenian Apostolic Church; Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate, Prelacy of 
the Armenian Apostolic Church; Rey. Gilbert Leonian, President, Armenian Evangelical 
Union of France; Rev. Krikor Youmoushakian, Minister, Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Sydney, Australia; and Mr. Hagop Janbazian, Rev. Movses B. Janbazian's brother. 


of the rigor and scope of his work was that 
it had allowed him to live the equivalent of 
three lifetimes. Finally, most movingly, Mr. 
Hagop Janbazian, brother of Rev. Janbazian, 


gave voice to the profound grief of the 
Janbazian and related families in speaking 
for Rev. Janbazian’s wife, Louisa (nee 
Youmoushakian), their children Vahak and 
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Ani, mother Agnes, and his sisters Marie 
Sarmazian, Vehanoush Sood, Sona 
Koujanian and Ani Hasserjian. Despite the 
premature death of his brother, Mr. 
Janbazian praised God for Rev. Janbazian’s 
productive Christian ministry and extended 
the family’s heartfelt thanks to each of the 
participating clergy, colleagues and gathered 
friends. 

The closing prayer of thanksgiving was of- 
fered by the Rev. Jirair Sogomian, pastor of 
the Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational 
Church, Havertown, PA. Once again, from 
the Armenian liturgy, the choir sang the 
haunting “Ee Vereen Yeroosaghem” (“In 
Heavenly Jerusalem, in the abode of an- 
gels...”). The entire congregation then joined 
in singing “Hayr Mer”, the Lord’s Prayer. A 
necessarily long service culminated with the 
memorable poignancy of all clergy present 
(more than 20) gathered around the casket to 
give the benediction en masse. 

The majority of some 650 mourners con- 
tinued on to nearby Washington Cemetery 
for the graveside services and interment of 
the Rev. Movses Janbazian’s earthly re- 
mains. Gracious even in grief, the Janbazian 
family invited all to a memorial meal at the 
Hilton Woodcliff Lake Hotel. Although the 
church service was pre-arranged to include 
the participants described earlier, scores 
more wished to express themselves. 
Throughout the meal, an open microphone 
was utilized by a steady line of friends and 
relatives to convey their feelings. Some 
came prepared, most were impromptu, some 
were stumbling, some eloquent but all were 
utterly sincere in avowing their love for Rev. 
Janbazian and his impact on their lives. 

During this time of reflection, numerous 
communications from heads of state and dig- 
nitaries from around the world were 
acknowledged and a few were read aloud. 

It occurred to one that this occasion was 
in reality a testimonial banquet in praise and 
gratitude to Movses Janbazian except that 
the guest of honor was absent. How 
strangely apropos, one mused, for it is not 
likely that Rev. Janbazian in life would have 
willingly agreed to such an event. In this 
instance, however, as throughout the day of 
memory and thanksgiving, the spirit of this 
valiant soldier of the cross was palpably 
present. 

For the sake of all Armenians, may it be 
ever so.0 


AMAA Board members, church representatives, friends, relatives conveying their feelings 
during the memorial dinner: (top from left to right) Mr. Robert Hekemian, Sr., vice president, 
AMAA; Mr. Samuel Hekemian, past president, AMAA; Mr. George Philibosian, past presi- 
dent, AMAA; Mr. Joe Stein, past vice president, AMAA; Rev. Mher Khatchigian, president, 
AMAC; Mr. Hampartzum Moumdjian, representing the Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Sao Paulo, Brasil; Rev. Vicken Cholakian, Minister, Armenian Evangelical Church of Ath- 
ens; Mr. Dikran Youmshakian, AMAA office manager; Dr. Hagop Panossian, Rev. Janbazian's 
Childhood friend from Anjar; Mr. Levon Hasserjian, Rev. Janbazian's brother-in-law; Mr. 
Vahak B. Janbazian, Rev. Janbazian's son; and Soloist Kristin Arnold, family friend. 
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MESSAGE 


“But the Good News Is...” 


by Peter B. Doghramji* 


any years ago a missionary wrote a 

letter to his spiritual son, saying: “1 
charge you ill the presence of God and of 
Christ Jesus...preach the word, be urgent 
in season and out of season, convince, re- 
buke, and exhort, be unfailing in patience 
and in teaching.” (2 Tim. 4:1-2) That was 
almost two thousand years ago. Since then, 
however, this same charge of St. Paul given 
to Timothy is repeated at every ordination 
service. When our brother Movses was or- 
dained on October 21, 1984, he, too, was 
given this charge: ‘preach the word!” I was 
there. 

Fellow mourners, sisters and brothers in 
Christ: I now stand here in this pulpit, in 
this service of remembrance, and I hear my 
brother Movses reminding me of the same 
charge, saying: “Bedros, preach the word! 
Preach the good news! Avedaraneh 
karozeh!” Task: “Movses, how can I preach 
the good news at your memorial service? 
What is the good news? What is the Word 
to Louisa, to Vahakn and Ani, to your mother 
and brother and sisters? What is that par- 
ticular blessing which comforts all of us who 
mourn your death?” 

Dear friends: it is wrong to ask, “What is 
the word?” According to the written word 
of God, the Bible, we should rather ask, 
“Who is the Word?” And the answer is none 
other than Jesus the Christ, the Son of God, 
the Living Word, who was in the beginning 
and who stands at the end. The Word is a 
Person. That person is the beginning and the 
end, the Alpha and the Omega, the origin 
and destiny. It is this Word whom Movses 
preached. It is this Word whose mission 
Movses committed himself to. It is also this 
Word whom we now preach. 

One of the early saints who heard the 


*Rev. Dr. Peter Doghramiji is the interim 
minister of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of New York. This message was de- 
livered on Saturday, September 30, 2000 at 
the Armenian Presbyterian Church of 
Paramus, NJ, during the Service of Memory 
and Thanksgiving for the life of Rev. Movses 
B. Janbazian. 


Word was John. He writes: “And I heard a 
great voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold 
the dwelling of God is with men. He will 
dwell with them, and they shall be his 
people. ..and God shall wipe away every tear 
from their eyes, and death shall be no 
more’.” (Rev. 21:3) Sometimes we are 
tempted to hear each other's voices instead 
of hearing the voice from the throne. These 
voices pretend to comfort us, saying, “God 
took away Movses because He needed Him 
more in heaven;” or, “This is the will of God, 
what else can we do;” or, que sera sera, what 
will be will be, for it is written, it is 
djagadakir. But the voice of the Comforter, 
emanating from the throne of God, tells us 
that neither Movses nor Bedros is the be- 
ginning; nor are they the end. That voice 
incarnate in Jesus Christ, that Word who 
became flesh and dwelt among us, reminds 
us today through his servant Movses that our 
origin and our destiny are in the hands of 
Him who is the Alpha and the Omega. God 
takes no pleasure in seeing his children cry. 
God takes no pleasure in the death of his 
children, be they sinners or saints. God so 
loved Movses, and all his loved ones; God 
so loved you and me, that he gave all he had, 
His only Son, so that none should perish, 
but that all may have life eternal. 

This is the living Word whom we preach, 
in season and out of season, during Sunday 
worship and Saturday memorial service. This 
is the gospel which Movses preached in word 
and in deed. As the Word personified in Jesus 
of Nazareth, so did the gospel of Jesus Christ 
personified in his servant Movses. The same 
spirit who was upon Jesus and who sent Him 
to preach good news to the poor, was also 
upon his servant Movses, whom He sent not 
only to preach the good news but to be the 
good news of God’s unfailing love for His 
children, be they in the Middle East or Ar- 
menia, in Australia or North America, in 
Europe or in South America. 

I am one of those who often blamed 
Movses for working tirelessly despite his 
delicate physical condition. He did a lot of 
work in the office. But his real office was 
the world, the world whom God loved, the 


world of the victims of a devastating earth- 
quake in Armenia, the world of refugees and 
displaced people in Europe, America and the 
Middle East, the world of the sick and the 
elderly, the poor and the hungry, the world 
of young minds craving for an education. 
He tried to reach out and bear the good news 
of his Master. In that same letter to Timo- 
thy, St. Paul writes what is so true of Movses 
as well: “The time of my departure has 
come.” Neither family nor friends could re- 
strain Movses; and he, too, was well aware 
that the time of his departure was near. And 
now that our brother has joined St. Paul and 
all the saints of God, he, too, can declare 
victoriously saying: “I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept 
the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me 
the crown of righteousness.” (4: 6-8) This 
declaration is confirmed by another voice 
from heaven: “Blessed are the dead who die 
in the Lord... that they may rest from their 
labors.” (Rev. 14:13) 

What about us? Is there such a blessing? 
Yes indeed; a blessing and a challenge. 
“Blessed are those who mourn,” says the 
Word, “for they shall be comforted.” (Mt. 5:4) 
Lest we feel too comforted or comfortable, 
there is also a challenge which Movses and 
all the Saints put before us. All the giants of 
faith, including Abraham, are imperfect and 
their work is incomplete according to the 
author of Hebrews. Movses left many tasks 
undone. “God has foreseen something better 
for us,” writes this author, “that apart from 
us they should not he made perfect.” (Heb. 

(Continued on the following page) 


8 AMAA NEWS, SEPT/OCT. - NOV./DEC. 2000 


EULOGY 


'Movses, My Dear Brother, 
God's Faithful Servant" 


Andrew Torigian 


I used to meet with Rev. Movses Janbazian 
on a daily basis, and [had a very close rela- 
tionship with him. I never had a brother but 
we loved each other as brothers. What struck 
me most about Movses was his strong dedica- 
tion and ardent fervor for the AMAA and the 
Armenian people. His dreams were limitless. 
The AMAA has really been fortunate over 
the years because the position of the Execu- 
tive Director has been filled with extremely 
competent individuals. When our immedi- 
ate past Executive Director, Rev. Giragos 
Chopourian, recruited Movses to become his 
Field Director, it showed that Rev. 
Chopourian had a very special talent for pick- 
ing leaders. Because, when Movses became 
the Executive Director, he brought in a new 
standard of excellence, and he became the 
pinnacle of our Executive Directors, espe- 
cially when the opportunities were opened 
to us in Armenia where the needs were so 
great both economically and spiritually. 
Under the leadership of Movses, our 
AMAA efforts were directed more to Arme- 
nia than any of the other 21 countries the 


(continued from page 8) 


11:39-40) Only Christ is “the pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith.” (12:2) In his name, 
we are called to continue what the patriarchs, 
apostles, and all the saints began. We who 
honor the memory of our beloved Movses 
receive the same challenge and exhortation: 
“Bedros, preach the word.” Movses is call- 
ing his loved ones and friends to preach the 
good news, to share it, and to be the good 
news of God to the world He loves so much. 

It was on a Sunday afternoon when a saint 
exited on the Island of Patmos heard a loud 
voice like a trumpet saying: “Fear not, Jam 
the first and the last, and the living one; I 
died, and behold I am alive for evermore!” 
(Rev. 1:17-18) May we today hear the same 
voice through this memorial service, the 
comforting and reassuring voice of our risen 
Lord and Savior, telling us, “fear not; let not 
your hearts be troubled; trust me and trust 
God. I died, but I am alive. So is Movses. 
Such is also your destiny.” Amen! 


AMAA serves. 

We, in the Diaspora, are gradually being 
absorbed by the countries we live in. Movses 
always felt that the true promise of continu- 
ing our Armenian heritage, culture and Chris- 
tianity — would be in Armenia. He wanted 
our focus to be on developing, funding and 
supporting such projects and activities that 
help plant and nurture faith in communities 
which faithfully declare the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and openly demonstrate God’s love. 

He wanted the AMAA to develop a spe- 
cial mission and service ministry to respond 
to the urgent needs of those Armenians who 
are living in Eastern Europe and in the former 
Soviet Republic, who, having lived under the 
rule of an atheist totalitarian regime, for the 
most part, have lost their Christian faith and 
spiritual values. 

Movses also had the vision that as a Chris- 
tian missionary organization, the AMAA is 
committed to God’s redeeming work which is 
aimed at the entire creation. Therefore, the 
AMAA can exist and serve as a Christian mis- 
sionary agency when its programs reach out 


To the Janbazian Family, 


not only to Armenians but also to all peoples. 

The AMAA, under the strong direction and 
guidance of Movses, grew tremendously both 
financially and spiritually. On this occasion 
of his funeral, we have to praise God for giv- 
ing us Movses and remind ourselves of God’s 
place in the history and ministry of the Asso- 
ciation, as God has inspired our founders, 
leaders, members, workers and mission part- 
ners of the AMAA. 

Movses, my dear brother, God’s faithful 
servant, we will truly miss you!O 


Yerevan, September 29, 2000 


It is with great sorrow that we learned of the death of Rev. 
Movses Janbazian, Executive Director of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America, Secretary of the Armenian Evangelical World 
Council, and member of the Board of Directors of the "Hayastan" All- 


Armenia Fund. 


Rev. Movses Janbazian was a well-known activist in our public 
and governmental circles and a greatly respected religious leader. 


Please accept my sincere condolences in connection with the 
passing of Rev. Janbazian. His loss is great for all of us. 


Robert Kocharian 


President of the Republic of Armenia 


(translated from Armenian - the original of the letter is printed on page 18) 
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"Our Counselor, Our Advisor, Our Mentor, the 
Philosopher, the Thinker, the AMAA Leader" 


Robert Hekemian, Jr.* 


here do I begin? What can I say that 

conveys the sorrow and deep loss which 
we all feel today? What can I say that ad- 
equately pays tribute to this remarkable man 
whom we all love so dearly? What can I say 
to his loving wife Louisa, son Vahak, daugh- 
ter Ani, mother Agnes, brother Hagop, sis- 
ters Marie, Vehanoush, Sona and Ani that can 
give them comfort in some meaningful way? 
In such sorrow we often look to those closest 
to us for answers. So often many of us would 
seek Rev. Movses’ council in coping with the 
sadness of today. Unfortunately, our coun- 
selor, our advisor, our mentor, the philoso- 
pher, the thinker, the AMAA leader and our 
dear friend is “not in.” We are no longer able 
to call upon him. We are, however, truly for- 
tunate to have his spirit and wisdom to turn 
to as we forge ahead with our lives. 

Ihave never met a person like Rev. Movses, 
nor do I believe that I will ever again. His 
compassion, selflessness, wit, intelligence, 
modesty and wisdom were truly unique. As a 
man, his service to God, Christ, Church, fam- 
ily and mankind was unsurpassed. He ac- 
cepted everyone in a true Christian manner. 

My family was very close to Rev. Movses. 
In fact, my father is proud to be able to con- 
sider Rev. Movses as his best friend. To my 
family he provided spiritual guidance and 
helped us through our personal problems, 
and believe it or not, at times, provided in- 
sightful business advice. My father often 
remarked, life could not present a challenge 
which Rev. Movses would not have been 
able to rise to and master. 

Rev. Movses cherished and loved the 
AMAA. In fact, he chose to devote his life 
to helping people and fostering Christianity 
worldwide through his dedicated service and 
leadership to the AMAA. I do believe that 
Rev. Movses would have preferred no other 
position. Recently, both he and Louisa, in- 
dependently, told me that his work and his 
interaction with such diverse people from 
around the world had allowed him to live 
the equivalent of three lifetimes. Needless 


*Mr. Robert Hekemian Jr. is the Chairman 
of the AMAA's Scholarship Committee and 
a close friend of the Janbazian family. 


to say, this was simply not long enough. 

My mother has always said that our fam- 
ily has been truly blessed and privileged to 
have such a beautiful friend. Her words are 
so very true. Being in Rev. Movses’ pres- 
ence was special. Hearing him speak was 
inspirational. The message he conveyed 
convinced me over and over that, indeed, 
there is a God, and a Christ, and for this rea- 
son I believe that Rev. Movses would not 
have wanted us to mourn his passing, but 
instead, to celebrate his life. 

Rev. Movses had an incredible zeal for life. 
The sparkle in his eye and his typical warm 
greeting were indicative of his genuine inter- 
est and compassion for people. His special 
gift for instilling a sense of comfort and ease 
was instrumental in his contact with people. 
Very simply, he was a delight to be with. His 
example made us reflect upon ourselves and 
strive to be better human beings. He led not 
just by words, but by example. 

During the Christmas season our families 
made it a tradition to attend Handel’s Mes- 
siah. During the performance last Christ- 
mas I noticed Rev. Movses joyfully singing 
the verses, and although I knew far fewer 
verses than he, we were able to sing some 
of them together — much to the dismay of 
others in attendance. Indeed, this was a very 
special night and a great performance. At 
the time I didn’t realize that it would be the 
last Messiah that we would attend together. 
After the performance something memo- 
rable occurred. Rev. Movses and I discussed 
Handel’s great work and the miracle of its 


Dear Mrs. Janbazian, 


existence. He then asked what the Messiah 
meant to me and I replied that it was a mu- 
sical masterpiece that explained the story of 
the life of Christ. He smiled and nodded, 
but he didn’t say anything. His silence and 
his smile clearly conveyed that I had missed 
“something” very significant. He then stated 
softly “The trumpet shall sound and the dead 
shall be raised, incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed” (First Corinthians, Chapter 15, 
Verses 52-53. Messiah Part 3, Verse 46 by 
George Frideric Handel). He repeated “We 
shall be changed” several times and I real- 
ized, despite hearing this work so often be- 
fore that, in fact, I did not, until then, under- 
stand the true meaning of this masterpiece. 
This, was the teacher in him. 

Indeed, my friend, the trumpet shall 
sound. And on that day, I know I will hear 
Rev. Movses’ beautiful voice say “Brother 
Robert, it is so good to see you, come sit 
down, we have much to talk about.” 


September 26, 2000 


Please accept my sincerest condolences and those of the staff of the Perma- 
nent Mission of the Republic of Armenia to the United Nations on the untimely 
passing away of your beloved husband Rev. Dr. Movses Janbazian. This is a tragic 
loss not only for your family, but for the entire Armenian people, since Rev. Janbazian 


was a devoted patriot, who dedicated his life to Jesus Christ and Armenia. We are 
deeply shocked by his death and we will always feel his absence amongst us. 


Movses Abelian 
Ambassador 


Permanent Representative of Armenian to the UN 
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"A Delightful Human Being, a Wonderful 


Friend" 


Dale Bishop* 


O.. the years I have had the privilege 
of joining this Armenian Evangelical 
community in times of celebration and joy, 
sharing the sense of accomplishment you 
have justifiably felt in your ministries around 
the world. You have made me to feel a part 
of the family. 

Families come together, however, not only 
at times of joy and celebration, but also at times 
of sadness, and so I feel privileged by your 
invitation to me to join you in mourning the 
loss of our dear brother Movses. I am particu- 
larly grateful to Louisa and to Karl for extend- 
ing that invitation. I am grateful as well that 
Rev. Barbara Kershner Daniel, Chair of the 
United Church Board for World Ministries, on 
which Movses served faithfully, is also able 
to join us in this service of remembrance. 

Not long after Movses had assumed his re- 
sponsibilities as Executive Director of the 
AMAA, he invited me to bring greetings at 
the Annual Banquet of the AMAA. He asked 
me to talk about our church's history with the 
Armenian Evangelical Church, and with the 
AMAA, about our hopes for the future of our 
cooperation in mission, about how I regarded 
the witness of the Armenian nation. Then, 
with that mischievous smile we all know so 
well, he said, "And keep it to two minutes.” 

Movses knew that he had asked me to do 
the impossible, and he also knew that I would 
do it. Movses had a way of asking people to 
do more than they ever imagined they could 
do, and, because it was Movses who was ask- 
ing, they did it. He asked much of people, 
because he asked even more of himself. 

We have heard, and will yet hear more 
about the life and ministry of Rev. Dr. Movses 
Janbazian, about the wonderful things he did 
for his church and for his nation. I will also 
remember Movses as a delightful human be- 
ing, a wonderful friend. I will always remem- 
ber standing beside him in Holy Etchmiadzin, 
hearing him sing, word for word, the Holy 
Mass. I will remember a visit to the opening 
of an AMAA community center in a small 
and very depressing town in Armenia. It was 


*Dr. Dale Bishop is the Executive Minister 
of Wider Church Ministries of the United 
Church of Christ. 


10:00 in the morning, and, after the formali- 
ties, we gathered around a table on which was 
displayed an array of beverages. I picked up 
a bottle of something called "Armenian 
Champagne." The label on the bottle de- 
scribed it as "strong, white, bubbling drink." 
When I showed this to Movses he said, "Ar- 
menians tell the truth." 

I feel deeply privileged to have been con- 
sidered a friend, a close friend, by Movses. 
And, in his loss, I feel that I have lost a 
brother. He brought out the best in all of us, 
because he demanded the best in himself. I 
will miss him deeply. 

But the best tribute to Movses will not be 
the words we say about him, however much 
we long to capture in them our love for him. 
The best tribute will be our commitment and 
faithfulness to the Gospel that lay at the very 


center of his life. Through our tears, we will 
continue to see that wonderful smile that 
evoked such love and loyalty, and we will 
smile, too, in gratitude to the God who gave 
us Movses. 0 


With deep sorrow I received the news of Rev. Movses Janbazian's untimely 
death and I count it as my obligation to pay tribute to his memory. 

Rev. Movses Janbazian was the example of a modest and unpretentious man, 
open-minded and dedicated, devoted and mindful patriot, and will remain the 


same in my memory. 


His death is a great loss for our nation, the Armenian Evangelical Church, 
his relatives and friends: I personally have lost a close and sincere friend, with 
whom I often had pleasure to communicate. 

Please convey my deepest condolences to Rev. Janbazian's colleagues in faith, 


his relatives and sincere friends. 


President Levon Ter-Pedrosian 
Yerevan, Armenia, September 27, 2000 


(translated from Armenian - the original of the letter is printed on page 18) 


Embassy of the United States of America 


Yerevan, Armenia, October 4, 2000 


It is with great sorrow that we learned of the passing away of our dear friend 
and colleague Rev. Movses Janbazian. During the past two years I had the plea- 
sure of frequently meeting him here in Yerevan and in the U.S. and having long 
conversations on issues of mutual interest and collaboration. He was a man of 


bright intellect, vision and integrity who put his talents to good use to help in the 
spiritual renewal of his people and the development of Armenia. He was a true 
leader and a man of God and his loss will be felt for a long time. 

We join you and your community in mourning his demise and ask for the 
Lord's consolation for you, his family and the Armenian people. 


Sincerely, 
Michael C. Lemmon, US Ambassador 
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Rey. Janbazian's graduation from Haigazian University with a B.A. in European History (June 1968) and from the Near East School 
of Theology with an M.A. in Christian Education (June 1971); Rev. Arthur Wells of NY Conference of the United Church of Christ 
presenting the Bible after the ordination, October 21, 1984; Rev. Janbazian receiving the pastoral gown after his ordination during 
a special service at the Armenian Presbyterian Church of Paramus, NJ (Nov. 4, 1984). 


wo 


rmenian Evangelical Church on July 4, 1996 at 
the Yerevan Philharmonic Hall; Receiving an Honorary Doctor of Divinity Degree from Haigazian University's President, Dr. John Khanjian, 
July 1998; and at the ground breaking ceremony of the Evangelical Church of Armenia in Vanatzor, Armenia, July 1999. 


In 301 A.D. our forebears made a covenant with Jesus Christ. If we fulfill our commitment to that covenant, 
then God will abundantly bless our small but precious nation, and He will make our nation a source of blessings 
not only to its sons and daughters, but also to its neighboring peoples and to all humanity. We believe that this is our 
nation’s reason for being; this is our people’s mission in the world; and this is the God-ordained destiny of our 
Haigaznian race. 

May God bless the Republic of Armenia and the children of our nation living in the Motherland and in the 
Diaspora, now and always. Amen. (from Rev. Janbazian's message at the Armenia-Diaspora Conference in Yerevan) 


L 


Rey. Janbazian with his son Vahak and Daugter Ani during their graduations Rev. Janbazian and his wife Louisa (2nd r.) with Gov- 
from High School (1997 & 1999). ernor George Duekmejian and his wife Nov. 5, 1994. 


IMAGES FROM THE LIFE OF A DEDICATED SERVANT 


principles: 


"attainable unity in the Diaspora, and between Armenia and the Diaspora is necessarily based on the following 


- non-negotiable and unreserved unity, and even uniformity, in essential and vital issues; 
- freedom and understanding in non-vital and non-essential issues; and 
- mutual love and respect in all issues." (from Rev. Janbazian's message at the Armenia-Diaspora Conference in Yerevan) 


Rey. Janbazian's last meeting with President Robert Kocharian 
in New York, on September 8, 2000, at the Diocese of the Arme- 
nian Apostolic Church. (photo by J.K.Hovhannes) 


Rey. Janbazian (2nd from left) with Armenian government offi- 
cials and church leaders at the opening ceremonies of the histori- 
cal Armenia-Diaspora Conference in Yerevan,on Sept. 22, 1999. 


Rev. Janbazian during one of his visits with President Levon Ter- 
Petrossian (July 1996). 


Rev. Janbazian with His Holiness Karekin I , Catholicos of All 
Armenians (middle), and His Beatitude Hovhannes Bedros XVIII 
of the Armenian Catholic Church In Sept. 1997). 


Rey. Janbazian and his wife, Louisa, with His Holiness Aram I, 
Catholicos of he Great House of Cilicia, October 6, 1997 at the 
Headquarters of the AMAA. 


Rev. Janbazian with His Holiness Karekin I, Catholicos of All 
Armenians - September 8, 2000 


EULOGY 


Movses Boghos Janbazian, 
A Chip of the Life Block 


Megrdich Karagoezian* 


When God tossed me as a pebble 
Into the wondrous lake of life, 
I caused numerous concentric circles 
On its surface of joy and strife. 
But when I reached bottom level, 
I grew calm, wise, but tired of the drive. 
(After Gibran. Khalil Gibran) 


e are gathered around the pebble, 

Movses Boghos Janbazian, gathered 
in an ever-growing set of concentric circles 
of his love, joy and life struggle. 

Here is the first circle: his family. 

The family that gave him life; the family 
that became his life. His dear mother is here; 
his loving wife, life-partner and companion 
of his love pilgrimage. His pride and joy 
Vahak-Boghos and Ani-Agnes, his kind sis- 
ters and proud brother and their families. 

This first circle of love, the family; 
through which God gave him to us, propels 
into the second circle - his friends. 

Friends old and new, young and - well, 
not so young are here. Movses was a good 
friend. He valued friends and friendships, 
which he nurtured with loving-concern and 
caring-contact, interested in the very details 
of our lives, family, our hopes, our health 
and well-being. 

We see the third circle. 

This is the circle of his obedient service 
and able leadership: the AMAA. Movses 
was challenged by the ideals of the AMAA 
and answered promptly. As field-director 
and then executive-director, he gave it his 
God-given talents, his time, energy and dedi- 
cation. It became the air by which he lived 
and in which he soared to new heights of 
service and leadership, of Christian stew- 
ardship and evangelistic mission. He devel- 
oped his abilities further to serve the AMAA 
and through this, his beloved association. 

The fourth circle, that of the Church is here. 

It is indeed very hard to see clearly 
whether it is the Church who brought him 
to the AMAA, or the AMAA, which gave 


*Rey. Megdich Karageozian is the President 
of the Union of the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches in the Near East. 


him to the Church. Movses prayed with the 
Church and for the Church. He believed in 
establishing the new Church and nurturing 
the old. His Church is not exclusively Evan- 
gelical, but inclusively also Apostolic and 
Catholic. Through his efforts our Church has 
grown strengthening so many old ties with 
sister organizations and churches and estab- 
lishing many new ones. 

Movses’ vision of the Church was not con- 
fined by geography either. The fifth circle 
present around him is the Armenian Evan- 
gelical World council. He believed in it and 
served it faithfully as president and secretary. 
He tried to inspire us all by the greater vision 
of its mission and witness. The whole Arme- 
nian Evangelical Church, congregations and 
unions in the world are here around him. 

Circle number six is our Armenian Nation. 

Our nation, in Armenia and the Diaspora 
was on his heart. Movses was moved by ev- 
erything that was Armenian. Language, art, 
literature and music, traditions and chal- 
lenges inspired him. One looks at the itiner- 
ary of his travels, and one is bound to think 
that he was trying to wear down the bridges, 
trotting over them between the AMAA of- 
fice and Armenian communities in the 
twenty two different countries of AMAA’s 
mission. However, the bridges were not 
worn down, but strengthened further by his 
every step. 

Seven: love for his fellow men. 

Movses was a man who loved and wanted 
to serve his fellow man, because of his love 
for the Son of Man, Jesus Christ in whom 
he believed. Every man, close or foreign, 
needy or fulfilled, was an opportunity for 
him to meet his Master and Savior God. 
Movses was certainly prepared to meet his 
God. It is our cherished belief and firm con- 
viction that he is now in that awesome, joy- 
ful and blessed presence to praise the Lord 
and receive from Him the crown reserved 
for the faithful. 

We are gathered, all seven circles, around 
Movses Janbazian, for the pain and fear of 
having lost him forever. He, on the other 
hand, would still want us to surround him in 
God's kingdom. Have we lost him? We are 


surely going to miss him, but will also be 
surely blessed for having known him and 
having been touched by his life. 

We in the Union of Armenian Evangeli- 
cal Churches in the Near East, his friends, 
his mission-partners, colleagues, pastors and 
believers shall ever look up to this, the chal- 
lenging and inspiring example of Movses 
B. Janbazian. Not to just remember him as 
an even beautiful precious pebble, sunken 
and lost at the bottom of the lake of life, but 
the blessed chip of the real stuff and sub- 
stance of life, the rock of our faith, the eter- 
nal living Christ.O 


A SERVANT OF GOD 
In memory of 
Rev. Movses B. Janbazian 


A light that shone 
Amongst our flock... 
Has swiftly left our fold. 


A mark was left 
Our hearts are sad 


We'll ne're forget, the gift we had. 


A man of God, 
He walked the walk 
and talked the talk. 


He touched us all, 
his life was love, 
His faith a shining rod. 
Sunny Tashjian 
Wilmette, IL 
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Sum yplegun [OG yf fFuny bes be (AG! frye Suarenyrne [Pvt unnyeaprbg rf: 
Lelinupusirgudputipy ng ffyts odinnvkgun. fig Wheplay sources 
abliprd, ayy fp tf fPusdpats toupee [Phunlp pphg usiagun. Gupfiep 
“Wun. bnyu. dwhwiéi 8. nip pyiwi GupwqwhG § ZhrupuwhG 
Udtppywjp Zw) Ucbnupuiwhwi Upniptwé br Gupougwhp" 
2wy Uctuupwiwhwi Zuwlw2uphwjpl Wnphnipynhl: Uyju 
yqyuunguulp huwynpynibguwt 30 Utywmtdptip 2000-p6, 
Papkivpup (up. appqp) 4w) Gppgulwi Uchnupwiwl wi 
GyanaghpG uvky, Uup. Unduku Awiywaqtwhbp Gnippniwsd 
8paunwhp t. tnhupwiniptwl yu2nwiniifhG plpwg fhe: 


Uwhuli 8. fenippy twi* 


Phyprtup (100 kip potup) "Sz 
qgaitiup 4p [Ff tp: 


whnap Sun uyre fF but 
spay nyt pp apd ule kgun. 
puut fpr Lph ppibpee 
enupd phi: 

Qk p- Burt ug bast 
Sun uayrr fF fe ip Ok pf- 
huyfr guy Qe kunmpust- 
gulps L bEpuljges [Few 
g bm Ayu Yo fuss fasts 
Pushpusis: GuipSku Ques 
gpd yuutigurds byt 2 funul 
fupyp, Qfenml gnpofi 4unfup, Q femal Aunt us tah fis: Ormfuku 
Bur iny wig us ts ayy inn frufs Funfusinul dn gnpof fours re beg. Ape 
guy Qe bunnies ahs fp fun phy, Sng ff Ext Dhapg pp 
poaph fusion [Ff Dibpr od umnewds unum g inp fs dp up funpy 
nm ibp: Bunnlunyke 2uypunnnusiifs SEY, ee Busing sg bush 2 fiinspp 
guy warn 9 inp py spud ue: Chinp4 fu. furnifp ap qnpéuh fgtikpae 
Fu on. fnoh wep wi fps min Y tnpyp fF fs 4uy[Fuy[FiEg 
tunfu 1988-fu Eph psy mp df fE puny pag Guy wpe ny 
4Guynpy pukprets iwi pp of Eprash using tober] Et my en bly 
tp khkgkgpikp ne bp [tush be peel fa oe? 
Aus Pel bprugre [Pfr Wak 6 fab iabeprnd: 

Payg Ykp- Orifuku Bur hay ung kus tips bun uaz [Fuss bApp 
ga G fa Tafhae bg unul Qe kunmpusing salpus tare: UZ 7 
a guy Qekmmputihat Sunhury frp Guy fis 
honp4acpy fis Et winp Ghia puupluagacyfs bhby byults 
U, fe fo fr bikprets Juju tip Lunlusharzlpeulpasis S fol inuy punt fry, 
Ourtfiusts Pfyfuynukuth Gf: tuple [Fuh 0 byprdun np Optrty ph 
Qo Supusinulpohs Bhfuyprsisp Fu Suny lug kushs Lunar tip 
Sry upp dri [F bush, Jh2 Apne 4unfuyp fh puufh, ays snus Utah 
dp fur Pash preg ee fF fe Dikpae L, apacts wh bun uylg SES 
tnrppoedad: 

Opyuplr, Lp. Omfuku Busty busts pianfip «fr psy dps 
kp dunfusiuulpul fig Sey fypreslpartirn [Fle EY, apres wd unfusiauly 
Eu wrinal thay fiasp SES peg dp 4p [Pager Hip w4 alps 
Ext Gauci pulps Kiwi phi LEY: hp Pumnacguad 
bunayne fife tbkpp Ty ee uy fins Jhomepa 
unfkiine pk p' Guyp Lay pk if phir fring be Offrnph 4Enuenp 
qunpnefFibpp: 

Ut ap burhofF Sr fp ff potnulurts FE we Ferns ng ash 
gnpént thn [Fhush, Bushs gud Sp pong fun uniah Sng beng 
anpofsp, SES we Ereriusprastfig pr: 

Ut ap feupyp gd Sp fp sone dé bhp funfriepp SEY, Busts quid 
Sr pos fGen Puan npulpstop : 
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Gir ap pad bp fp Guyphimynig Bumkpp, butig gud bp 
fen fig be punpunfuuprnyiag in Guypllanl ap: 

ful wh np Butiggud bp fupyp, Butiggud Sp upp, 
Sunuyuubh, qrong be qaéneng, nen be inpeng Gayrpuy pte: 

Ap gapép Surtigiay unyuenphg See fp eb Yoaepey, 
qununfrspuall fs Spr fr fuoupp: puly rplenpfg Spe bul, lope pews pp 
wnkunky Guntiah bhp us fig Spe 

Gsunnemds odunud bp q fog punplafd fe upg Afr wkend, 
fn plpmd be nut kp], aprig: ofan yor uply— 
Sprung php be uaz uals puguir fly Yasar Ffe Wkpernd: 

Gir inkufyph tapes Sp, unnnremduyfi ubufyphh, mprwts 
inguin» fqun dpughe fp fh: Qyyp mbupypph Gin uh 
gapokan gaiguywynkghhs fp ffenep, thapg tap, be 
whtiannpe oft: bp mkged fanp be pfomlfg ubep fp 
yuinotfh nm gapdfhs tyunnfunlp, pupdun ppnow fp 
ate rarsssprsstsg urls, Grvdfrre lyst, YppfPourlyst, re peuuprleusfapraalpusts 
tp uny pad frp Gunnulj fs phars guufip »: Ng ng pfark ypummpaustip 
ayy Cfign’. rp: Upp Guana, uubuy, (FS kph pip dunfugrygy 
euupphip & fl aye kph pf dunhugeygh te: Une dry purer pep lepe 
a papdtpubkpay puppy bh hap laypibh: YhpGunn kp 
funk. ays pprqen [Feats [PS Urunen.dry Gunfup papkenpp uny press 
Ybutiph pp mpuuls § ke ng [F5 purtuulp’ wnuppiibpee: Me pkf hy 
fumbnds grctipp op dlp upplyf Unfubu kqpop ykutipp yfunf 
gunfinefe ng [PR fie angpand enupfrikpach fend, Ganges fp 
fhuipfhr funpen], upd pm{, to phpads up_fetipr{: Uyu 
tunfustify md atte unyphgun Chplepy ne opi tnuphy bbws p: 

Ge Spf, Urnifubu Ephpip spnpauppeemd §: Ge Uunmdry 
yuna uy & fkg hf, pig np Sp Uekinkug Gel pp 
Gurbipfayuljung Brrr, unfifs gating Gppaylighbkpne hy, 
«hf Sununu Onifuku Pinwe.- Gffua Ei fin Fi wig hp 
Bn pry wink hy (Bkuntuy 1.2): 

bap faynnnh pnb php pb pug potas bine § kykinp ke 
why bpp tkp «bap Bap wink», 4Gunuunpm, Jum ft 
pug [Feuntp: Urfubuf inkq Usunnewd usiumupruhryy fkg fh 
«Bkunt» in 14 funy ap yss apr 4 fant Papsp hpi E ft Sti p 
ay Ap dagndrepy hs bhp: 

Dip mgpp mpgreipihpp apply, Ue Saghpe 
App fiuprcfpetip hp sayghie fp Snpuquanthpac hs, 
Shp winun, opshikuy p yay bp yunfpp >: Ops tabeuy pe ppay Vue. 
Jigunnulp flip apply kqpop Undubupe: Uothic 


VWI WPM U “UO! rut DULLED FALMANKUD 
YUN LP4AU CATHOLICOS 
WUEDUSY <U3NS . OF ALL ARMENIANS 
UUSl UPN U. EQUEUOPL MOTHER SEE OF HOLY ETCHMIADZ. 


Utiuyntiiptip 30, 2000p. 


UGOUrSoN 
SPUP EU CNrsu3stu 


4U3 UL 6SUPULUGU CUUGPUGSN Nes LUGS 
Uym - Lipp, Uo 


Utowngn Shun, 

Ungwiup <wyng Obs qunupwe <mfwytuwywe Vip wygtynepyuli 
pGpwgphé upwh funp guyny wtntywowdp <wy Uftmmpwawlwd Céyipwtgnpyud 
Gwhwquh Lipwuywuntyp Unutu Guduywaqywih widwiwdwl duhywd dud: 

Utp pugwywynipywd, Cwéwlyd lunphnipgp hwGnG Uwyp Upnnp Utp 
guifwygnepynGG t tpnfuwGghy Otq L hwGgnig;wyp uqwyhp pamwGpppd: 

AmwuytinwlywG wighg U. EgdfpwohG Yipwnupdpg htwn hwpl top 
hudiwpnud, npuytiu WitGwyd dwyng dwypwuytin, dw Unuptpwlwd Gytntgn 
wéntGhg uby wiquid Lu upmulgnepywG, upmpwoph mn Uuppwpnpywi Ubp funupp 
hyby Qtq L hwfiqnigyuxh pdmwGbphG wynppny wr Uuumfwo h Stp hudqywy 


Uknwnnnanitsh Pmlnkn fanfiunnannfih hnaln hifiamnmannli: 


ARMENIAN 
‘CATHOLICOSATE 
OF 
CILICIA 
ANTELIAS - LEBANON 


VUNUS BbUNRUb -PPDUSNUb bh UUAWUUUbLb W.UORL UUSNUNS bh CUSTAheDUU 
VU.AbhU CIPUUNTNUVADS Dh YLEALPURU 2U.8N8 Ubob SULLY GPLpupns, 


GUAR, UEC Ch PULUTNPE PPL b SEUDLE GP NLQNSY SUSPUNESUUUL b UELS 
Gb OFSUNbehPL 38U2N3 ULANS <ory UGENs AChonrr LAPUURNFIPU 


UN 4EPUNUSNISLE UNXUEU BULNUQGULL 
(bmn dwhm) 
UbE aecrah, UhUSbUL VLUCULILEP 


Ubpwoywunbyp Unduku &wGywqbuGh fdwhp fonp gur wypmnGunbg paynp wonGg, npnGf 
BuGygul qhGF: boris Ubp ree cona eat TnunfbpEg sib reakd’ Gubycud BOE 
Undobon be hp bbw qnpdaligud quGmqml unbpGbpny p pEnhp FphuwnGkwlud haces h a 
nuchy qopugtud bi’ Wbp Reqbimuenp wpdefekpae mupwditG donenepab Yb kG 
Ghpu- pegake Gabe Zujwunmeh hqopugrhal be dbp wqqesshG pakuyGbpne hpuletagtu: 

Upquphe, dbpwypmanchth Undutu suGqwqbwd pp nvowGnqulaG muphGbpG ujubur 
Phaser ahi tempi tc pec cemadat yhegek Oommen edema havines det 
haut m ubug 6otuphun fpponndius om Sgfuphin hey Tupag: SppunnkmpbeGy bpbt hu- 
up soul dee ck wninmugupadnephed, suubwGf a quymentnGf skp, agt wd eGopbuy 
cmgduy ne qhnukhg jatdfonnepfed: Ubu pk hose fphewnGkmephel me huynephd qb- 
nbghopth panupneqiud UOughO Undutup YbuGthG se Sunuympbud vey: Cnmca du 20 ju 
Tad uljqpmGtGbpd’n. Gyfwapwim phd pn wif denna ‘wqqujhG Sunuympbud Gunfped- pag 
[ebt pritehG. LhpuGuGh St Apaqhip. Ulephluwsh pe LuywnmuGh dbp: 

Whpwuwnnebtp Unqutu 2udywqbud bau Rppunnup Gyfaphin hbubingp pO yyku Guibs 
PE kee San eens regan utr ea om er 
phe wauiybpunp: 

Apyku qGwhurnwGf Uunnedny Unipp bybnbginy, fbp waghG mo huypbGhEpG yurnwpwd 
pe sett Ananattenitiepun isigekte wirreta Luphtecmip Wedube denen: 
RGKG yp 20sphbOr Ubop Smad Upphypey GwpanhlnuncphaG 


UD TEURFNW FTUGSNSGh CGKRUUGUVE 


nq Uunniwd bp bpyGuyhG puqurnpmpbwG vty huGgsbgGk Undukuh hnghG be pp wy- 
nbhG, quiulGhnaG, &Gnn Hho eg cattaGakentG nt hn semGud bd Vrebene a Bee Wk 
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guy Cttinuputs uu Coytépuygnipbut Sajwunubp Vepyuayugnaghs* 
Lipe (hnGl LitnGtwbth fooupn Lip. Gubuwqtubh 3hoanuthp Quenuadtnilippa 


fp Lnepqu, fuypph, quewmlikp, bqpeyp, prypkp be 
Ghkqgkgpikph wiypuePikpp, Sopkenp qapépghkephs kil upp 
Lhp. Unful wy kaif, wyy 18 Sey fb 

qe Suy fp Sarispranny learner [Hees uy beurrely 

LE4uifpunf Ing thy, fus abu buster Juypwuinm if 
Sur typuny kun [Fuhr Cusp a4 fr ‘ Qyris- Prpkpn fn sup lewstifs 
Yoytfy: hp tuanfuljpred, Uurfuung Pag phase Sfig wena ret g 
ke fkip gpinkip, [Pk frigupku 1988 [drefr kphpnyupdtfig be 1991 
Buttngughuih fp prynp medhpp bhpyplg, mysug ph ppp, Say 
kg: 


np uyuor thie uyu fuouppy 
fe Susu inutip, ap blFS pug 
ap worl hip, 4uunn pri 
ghip wt, E[Ft chip 
4ununnne dt ap Suryunnnu- 


tinct 4a beng mp [F tne [F fits 
ybinp & ppp, unyur uyts 
welt frig anpiopr Gunnar 
cored £ Suny reser Tarr wah 
umn peur bs lepr— 
wuanntky fh uyu fuoupkpp 
tighg plpSlpu’ Guspuung orf 

Lh Uinfubu Aurinyung - 


fury gunn unupplepy dhe kp] 
Junnhunygu kykgkgpikpp Shun: Gunn ub ke yuppie meth kp 
Uiuyp Ghleqgh gn’ 2uy Urompkpubars Giybgbgee Gutup hay be wpb 
dickpnd sfununky, [Fb fg Surunyups ybinp § wn iikhp: 
Lhpunyunnneky pir ff fuoug meiibp, np gunn usinpunf uel Spy, 
fup Stu Hguinpats bp puipdhy, ope bpp pep bp Senyunnnusis, 
Ppuuph qgiuumnacd Ship gapdkpp, Gucupacd Ship 
gapdubpgitpph, puguykprd, tou unl bp big op Y pik 
pa Sy pay ek pf pony fone pypey>: Ephne op ung, bpp 
Gutupathgpip fhp gapdubfgikppu Shin, shatghue 
PEpunyunnncly if qnpdp, ke kp my fuunubbgitpfg mfp, np 
app bhe unfaply Sf Quunelypp, am Spi copula fig 
yfiunf mbkip. figuybu ypunf zupretubkip»: Whph prynpu 
Aprpnckgfip, npr untyf ug furyd be rusted syfunfs yup taht, 
purtifr np apy hts intuly pp Yay, Sunkpars pang § Whee pnpdul pg ibe 
Lunn dry ginpopnd yfunf pupreialbig unkyp fk’ qnpdkp 
Yuunuphy pusprywharhs, Ypfdutts, Lyaherfduypis be bby bgoulas 
Sprung poliprend ¢ 

LhpSungibyn, neqnul kif wuly, np prynpe hapgphghip pibtp, 
puipkhunl, Supuquen, payg fkhhp gfinkhp np Uunnws 
funcunnupful § be Lhpunyunnne lyf punn wyfunfs paplpatap sysop, 
AAG fig infurnp wnbubokp: Gar meagre bp np fin ung furyd, 
Anuiiynei, ae pufu [fukie: 
svepphy Lipmywuneky pps ghymmuah ps Zmyuunm if 
Ce bonupurnahurts Ghbghkgae be wy poynp fp lug ashen lpg, 
np oplpu fg np Abend fipkig gueuhge[fetikpp fly 
Qcbunmputrg ahs pubbk pal gas [Feats fous fest aS fr Qt. 
Papfhtuipl, ke poop wtqanlbpfle pnp fh gunmubhgee feds 
fe Unepp Sngengts ffup [dupe peti, ganyrehy sO 
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LETTERS 


NUSUWUSUUP SULPUNGSNFeR3UU LUUo-sS 


Crhwh, 29 ukyphipknp 2000p. 


SBUUNUQSULUGPP CUSWLUP REPU 


Utd guny mbnbywgwip Nw UWbywnwhswywh Coybpwygniywh qnpdw- 
nhn wpbopth, Nw) Udtpwpwowywt “Sudwefphuyjho Fonphpnh otwjuwquh, 
“Swywuwo» hontwhujyuwt hpubwnpunih hnqupwpéan Lbpwwywnpytih Undutu 
Auvtywaywth dwhywh vwuht: 

Ubpwuppyty}p Undubu Swiywqwip vbp hwwwnwbwwt b ybmwmyut 
spowhwybtpnul Gwiwsywd qnpdps tp Lb vbowhwpg Gybntguywot wowetnpn: 

Connbtp, fubnptu, pu junpho gwdwygnyaymip Lbpwyumnytyp Unqutu 
Awduwaywhh twhywh yuwywygnyeywuip: Lpw Gnpnumpp utd £ pniaphu hudup: 


MALESS LNVUCSUL 


op yelal upape Ppuguplbp Cspot 
Burtyugpewip wiludabuy Saher coupe bh yenngte 
A fulipwS forpfr huppwithn gion fy So puee§ 
Yu bh wp fpr; 

Peeugent$h Unfobe Burpuygeip tel bpp 
a thu fufdem Sangre, pujprufonk om be fngug Aapegow 
boip ) wittuyeng om forphppetag heyy CiweG A FAP 
tp hoinpagfifr fp ftw ff tfrerveet SB: 

nw Sahp SES fapraum Lo tp Caer tophe ty 
Oly byroupen burr Bi hy byme , Yur Kenpunpep hha fo re een Ee 
fue vt bof fa tip: Wi; «Ge be fener MG GAL mm eh 
Ye poplfud, punp kbp Kwheupuff rpwtpgo Bor 
ale) I aaa RR 

Riggm dl bl fagpuoprad pupute ry? Oe 
treh phwyeny bh Safele Buryugg ho oher~- 
thy brpypip fa om fuyph fr, pu Aapwrnp iG pr 
Ati ppadtap pop lleacktinft: 


Kas = 


fiir Sp Vigpmbet 
27. O9, 3000 


LEALUSPL NQUPURUAP RULPUNGSNAE3UL LUUGUA 


p.Uunbrpudiu yop 


oy toast Seteh 2000p. 
ne_4-06/385 


funn yinny pGnnidbgpGp Umutu Quopwqyadp Udtppywyh hwjyuywd 
wikinupwGswywe pGytpnipywG qnpdowyhp wdoptGh, wywGwynp qnpoyh, 
wédGybp dupym b huyh yumudwe duhywG mpp: 


b qbvu tpgwGywhpzumuy upsphé Quépwqwop Upgutp ube 
Ynpnunn Ypbg: UGgGwhunntip t Gpw gmgwptpwd wowkgmpyndp 
wunnbpwqinns qnhywo wquuudwpmnpyGtph tpbfuwétppd, ywpppwuynn 
poinwGppGhphG, huywjwywe t Gk Gpw wywdnn ftp wonnowywhnipywe 
whol dunugwd hhiGwjuGnppdtph hunpuhwpdwG qnpénut: 

LtnGwypG 2uiGpuuytunmpyud dnqnupnp u 
pafwiGnipymGGtpp wGniGhg gwywygnipymd bY hwjndnw hwhgnigwip 
dtndweynpGtppd Gpwdg hwadwn wyu swGp wywhpé: 


Awinwpwnh 


ee aa, U -WNRUUUBUL 


Stepanagerd, September 27, 2000 


With deep sorrow we have learned about the sudden 
death of the Executive Director of the Armenian Mission- 
ary Association of America, Movses Janbazian, a distin- 
guished public figure and a devoted Armenian. 


Artsakh suffered a great loss when rev. Dr. Janbazian 
passed away. It is hard to underestimate his assistance to 
the orphans of freedom fighters and the needy families. 
His contribution to overcoming the problems in the health 
care system is also immense. 


On behalf of the people of Nagorno-Karabagh, and the 
government, I extend my deepest condolences to the 
family and friends. 

A. Ghugasian 
President of Nagorno-Karabagh Republic 


(translated from Armenian - the original of the letter is 
printed above) 
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NEWS & NOTES 


AMAA's Eighty First Annual Meeting 


his year’s annual meeting of the Arme- 

nian Missionary Association of 
America (AMAA), unlike those of previous 
years, took place in a subdued atmosphere. 
The Association’s growth and expansion 
during the past year were offset by the loss 
of its Executive Director, Rev. Movses B. 
Janbazian, whose sudden death a few weeks 
before the meeting shocked and saddened 
many people in the Armenian Evangelical 
community and beyond. 

The Annual Meeting was held as planned 
except for the pastors and church workers 
retreat. 

On Friday evening, October 20, the Board 
of Directors held the first of their two ses- 
sions. The Board members were augmented 
by AMAA church and chapter representa- 
tives and by delegates from abroad — about 
70 participants altogether. 

The annual meeting proper took place on 
Saturday morning. Reports were given by 
AMAA officers and committee chairmen, 


as well as by representatives of AMAA 
chapters and mission partners from many 
countries. The results of the election of nine 
new Board members for the class of 2003 
which was done through mailed ballots, 
were announced. A moving moment in the 
course of the meeting occurred when The 
Very Reverend Father Anoushaven 
Tanielian, representing Archbishop Oshagan 
Choloyan (Prelacy of the Armenian Apos- 
tolic Church — East Coast) presented “Saint 
Mesrob” medallion from Catholicos Aram 
I of the Great House of Cilicia for Rev. 
Movses B. Janbazian; it was accepted by 
AMAA President, Andrew Torigian, on be- 
half of the Janbazian family and the AMAA. 
This was the first time that an Armenian 
Evangelical clergyman had received this 
honor. 

On Saturday afternoon, the Board of Di- 
rectors held the second of its two sessions 
to elect its officers. Mr. Andy Torigian was 
re-elected President for the fourth consecu- 


PT Lh Lie Rh ee 


NT HEATH 


P ogege® 


it} 
sabiae 


tive term. Later in the afternoon, there was 
a meeting of the Advisory Board of the 
Evangelical Theological Seminary of Arme- 
nia. 

Saturday evening was devoted to a sit- 
down dinner at the Armenian Presbyterian 
Church of Paramus, NJ, served by church 
members for the 250 patrons in attendance. 
This was followed by a concert by the “Little 
Virtuosos" of Armenia, a group of six chil- 
dren, ages 9-14, with exceptional musical 
talent. These young prodigies astonished 
the capacity audience by their skill and ver- 
satility and drew a standing ovation. 

On Sunday morning, the delegates at- 
tended AMAA’s 81* Annual Meeting Wor- 
ship Service at the Armenian Presbyterian 
Church of Paramus, NJ. The service in- 
cluded the installation of the AMAA’s 
newly-elected officers. 

The installation ceremony for the newly 
elected Board Members and Officers was 
carried out by Rev. Dr. Giragos Chopourian, 
Executive Director Emeritus of the AMAA, 
who was visibly moved by the experience. 
The worship service was “in celebration and 
thanksgiving for the life of Rev. Movses B. 
Janbazian”. This theme was prominent in 

(Continued on the following page) 


The Participants in the 81st Annual Meeting of the AMAA. 
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AMAA Elects Board 
Members and Officers 


he Board of Directors of the Armenian 

Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA), at its meeting on October 21, 
2000, reelected Andrew Torigian of 
Paramus, NJ, as the President of the Asso- 
ciation for his fourth consecutive term. 

Each year the AMAA mails out ballots to 
its members for the election of one-third of 
its Board of Directors. The membership, in 
turn, elects AMAA Board members to serve 
three-year terms. The newly-constituted 
Board then proceeds to appoint the officers 
of the AMAA for the coming year. 

This year (2000) six incumbents were re- 
elected to the Board and three new members 
were added. Those reelected were John 
Abdulian, MD, of Los Angeles, CA; Armand 
Avakian of Ridgewood, NJ; Nazareth 
Darakjian, MD, of La Canada, CA; Hilda 
Melconian of Princeton, NJ; George Phillips, 
Sr. of Los Angeles, CA; and Joseph Zeronian 
of Pasadena, CA. The new members are 
Dickran Gulessarian, MD, of Fresno, CA; 
Robert Hekemian, Sr. of Saddle River, NJ; 
and Carlos Taraktzian of Providence, RI. 

The new officers of the AMAA for the 
coming year are: Andrew Torigian (Presi- 
dent) of Paramus, NJ; Robert Hekemian, Sr. 
(Vice President) of Saddle River, NJ; Peter 
Kougasian, Esq. (Vice President) of Pelham 
Manor, NY; George Phillips, Sr., Esq. (Vice 
President) of Los Angeles, CA; Aram Rob- 
ert Minnetian (Treasurer) of Washington 
Township, NJ; David Hekemian (Assistant 


Mr. Andrew Torigian, AMAA President 


Peter Kougasian, Esq., AMAA Vice Presi- 
dent 
Treasurer) of HoHoKus, NJ; John Cherkezian 
(Co-Recording Secretary) of Tenafly, NJ; 
Harry Dulgarian (Co-Recording Secretary) of 
Belmont, MA; and Lawrence Kalfayan, Esq. 
(Co-Recording Secretary) of Glendale, CA. 
Installation of the new officers took place 
the following day in the course of the Sun- 
day morning worship service at the Arme- 


Mr. Robert Hekemian, Sr. AMAA Vice President 


George Phillips, Esq., AMAA Vice President 


nian Presbyterian Church of Paramus, NJ. 
Rev. Dr. Giragos Chopourian, Executive Di- 
rector Emeritus of the AMAA, officiated at 
the installation. Rev. Chopourian, who had 
headed the AMAA for many years prior to 
Rey. Janbazian’s tenure, was visibly moved 
by the experience, as were many in the 
congregation.O] 


(Continued from page 19) 


the sermons and the eulogies. Also remem- 
bered were those members and friends of 
the Association who made the transition 
from this life to Life Eternal during the past 
year. Their names were printed in special 
memorial folders. 

Sunday afternoon and evening as well as 
Monday morning and afternoon were de- 
voted to meetings of the Haigazian Univer- 
sity Board of Trustees. This Beirut-based 
institution was established nearly 50 years 


ago largely through the AMAA’s initiative 
and support. It survived the prolonged civil 
war in Lebanon and is now in the process of 
regaining its former prominence. 

This year all of the annual meeting’s ac- 
tivities, as well as daily lunches and dinners 
for the delegates, took place at the AMAA’s 
new headquarters in Paramus, NJ. 

The only exceptions were the dinner and 
concert on Saturday evening and the wor- 
ship service on Sunday morning, which took 


place at the Armenian Presbyterian Church 
of Paramus, NJ. 

The Armenian Missionary Association of 
America praises God for the 82 years of its 
mission and service to Armenian commu- 
nities around the world including our home- 
land, Armenia. We pray asking God for His 
guidance and wisdom so that this unique ser- 
vice is carried on in the new millennium, 
loving, caring and helping people in need 
and bringing praise to His name.O 
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NEWS & NOTES 


AMAA'Ss "Little Virtuosos" of Armenia a Huge Hit 


Charles DeMirjian 


This is the story of a small miracle that rose 
out of a great tragedy. From the deafening 
rumble and rubble of the earthquake that rav- 
aged Armenia in 1988 has evolved, by the 
grace of God, sweet music performed by 
even sweeter children. 

Fostered by the Armenian Missionary As- 
sociation of America and now known as the 
“Little Virtuosos” of Armenia, the gifted 
children who comprise this group include a 
few who were infant survivors of the earth- 
quake. Today’s six “Little Virtuosos”, rang- 
ing in age from 9 to 14, have been on a world 
tour presenting a delightful concert of cham- 
ber music. Audiences everywhere have re- 
sponded with unbridled enthusiasm. 

Thus it was that on Saturday evening, Oc- 
tober 21, 2000, these precocious youngsters 
performed at the Armenian Presbyterian 
Church of Paramus, N.J. The concert pro- 
vided, in fact, an entertaining and inspiring cli- 
max to two days of the AMAA’s annual meet- 
ings convened at its Paramus headquarters. 

It is essential to picture the players; six beau- 
tiful children with bright angelic faces and 
more than a bit of mischief in their eyes. The 
girls were neatly attired in black jumpers and 
white blouses, the boys in black trousers, vests 
and bow ties. All appeared quite at ease with 
a confidence that belied their youth. 

The challenging two-part program was a 
potpourri of more than 20 well-loved clas- 
sics especially transcribed for the ensemble 
of three violins, cello, flute and piano. While 
most of the selections were upbeat and 
lively, both sections of the program began 
with, respectively, the “Hayr Mer” and 
“Sourp, Sourp” for which the audience stood 
in quiet reverence. Played entirely from 
memory, the concert mainly featured the 
complete ensemble but also showcased trios, 
duets and soloists. 

Selections ranged broadly by period and 
style from Dvorak and Khachaturian to 
Vivaldi and Ravel. Among several pieces by 
the master Komitas, perhaps the one that best 
expressed the Armenian ethos was the soul- 
ful “Krounk”. In general, however, the pro- 
gram was designed to spotlight the virtuosity 
of the young players and included such crowd- 


{ I} 


pleasers as a Fantasy from Bizet's “Carmen”. 
With each successive piece, the large, appre- 
ciative audience became more demonstrative. 
A final standing ovation, punctuated with lusty 
bravos, brought the “Little Virtuosos” out for 
a dazzling encore, Khachaturian’s rhythmically 
famous “Sabre Dance’. 

The young players, faces flush with pride 
- and nota little relief - were pleasantly sur- 
prised and rewarded with bouquets and gifts 
brought to each of them by the lovely young 
women of the church. Immediately after, 
in the parish hall the same gracious ladies 
served a lavish aprés-concert treat of fruit, 
pastries and coffee to the attendees, yet 
abuzz with excitement. 

All of the “Little Virtuosos” of Armenia 
attend the Tchaikovsky Intermediate School 
of Music in Yerevan. They are the musical 
progeny of their brilliant artistic director and 
arranger, Samvel Avanesyan and his wife, 
Araksi Avanesyan, who is also piano accom- 
panist. The players are: Hrachia Avanesyan, 
violin, and, at 14, the most advanced and 
prominently featured member; Lusine 
Abaghyan, 13, violin; Sevak Avanesyan, 11, 
cello; Marina Manukyan, 12, piano; Susanna 
Vardanian, 12, violin, and Lusine-Melik 
Vartanesyan, 9, flute. 

This account would be remiss not to make 
special mention of Lusine-Melik. Although 
the youngest and most diminutive of the group, 
she not only played expertly, she introduced 
each program piece as the totally cool mis- 
tress of ceremonies. The audience loved it. 

This event again illustrates that the reach 


of the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America embraces more than the spiritual 
needs of our compatriots. It also typified the 
compassion of the late, beloved executive 
director, the Rev. Movses B. Janbazian. It was 
he who “discovered” the Little Virtuosos of 
Armenia and, under the aegis of the AMAA, 
promoted the concept of a world tour. The 
reward is two-fold. For us, it is thrilling to 
see these children blossom into well-edu- 
cated, well-trained musicians. For the chil- 
dren, the benefit is beyond measure. As or- 
phans or survivors of tragedy or deprivation, 
they are given the chance to develop their God- 
given potential and face the future with hope. 

It will interest the reader to know that this 
concert was planned by Rev. Movses 
Janbazian himself. Just 17 days before his 
untimely death, he sent a letter dated Sept. 
8, 2000 to all friends of the AMAA to en- 
courage their attendance. He stressed that 
100% of the proceeds from the performance 
would go to the AMAA’s Orphan Child Care 
Fund and asked for everyone’s financial 
support. The opportunity is yet open. 

In that regard, the concert was generously 
sponsored by Mary Jane and Robert 
Hekemian, Sr., Sandra and Samuel 
Hekemian, Shirley and Arshag Kapigian, 
and the Stephen Philibosian Foundation. 

Unforeseen at the time of his letter, the 
“Little Virtuosos” of Armenia musicale proved 
to be Rev. Movses Janbazian’s farewell present 
to a grieving but grateful community. 

The concert, fittingly, was dedicated to 
his memory.O 
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NEW PUBLICATION 


Newly Published by the AMAA 


"The Armenian Evangelical Church 2000" 


Charles DeMirjian 


he posthumous publication of The Armenian Evangelical 
Church 2000 may be best described as Rev. Movses Janbazian’s 
final testament of stewardship and closing testimony of Christian witness. 
Newly released by the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America (AMAA) and compiled by its late, beloved executive di- 
rector, the Rev. Movses B. Janbazian, the book proved to be his last 
accomplishment. 

Timed for the new millenium, Rev. Janbazian viewed this vol- 
ume as a current inventory of Armenian Evangelical churches world- 
wide. The well-illustrated and handsomely cloth-bound reference 
book provides concise, past-to-present perspectives of 84 Arme- 
nian Evangelical congregations and their pastors and represents most 
of today’s churches in 18 different countries. Rev. Janbazian hu- 
morously dubbed it a "snapshot" of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church family in the year 2000. 

The genesis of this book is of special interest as recounted by the 
AMAA’s capable office manager, Dikran Youmshakian. He informs 
that Badveli Janbazian conceived of the idea ten years ago but ill- 
nesses interfered with two deadlines Most significantly, one was the 
150th anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical Church in 1996. 

More recently, beyond his myriad, complex responsibilities, Rev. 
Movses Janbazian resumed the project and personally supervised 
its entirety from drafts to design. On Monday morning, September 
25, having painstakingly reviewed the final galley proofs, he turned 
to his printer with a broad smile and said, print it! 

But he would not see his finished brain-child. Rev. Movses Jan- 
bazian died that same day, succumbing to a heart disorder at age 55. 

In calm retrospect, one may muse that this book is a fitting, cli- 
mactic chapter in the rich legacy of the Rev. Janbazian. Typical of 
his Christian ministry, The Armenian Evangelical Church 2000 is 
both substantive and easily understood. It is a valuable reference 
that belongs in every home and church library. 

As a compelling sample, this reporter respectfully urges you to 
read the following excerpts from the book’s incisive introduction 
written by the compassionate visionary himself, Movses Janbazian: 

“The Armenian Evangelical Church was established by a small 
group of spiritually-awakened Armenian Christian believers under 
challenging conditions. Its founders were misunderstood by the 
religious authorities of their times and were, in fact, persecuted 
and expelled from the fellowship of their Mother Church. They 
were left with no option but to declare their freedom in Jesus Christ, 
and establish, on July 1, 1846, an independent church in 
Constantinople (Istanbul). 

“During its formative period, the new church was helped by Ameri- 
can and European missionaries who were instrumental in translating 
the Bible into vernacular Armenian, developing and disseminating 
Christian literature, and establishing educational institutions. 

“The Genocide perpetrated by the Turks in 1915 was a disaster 
for Armenians of all creeds. Just like their Apostolic and Catholic 
kin, Evangelical Armenians living under Turkish rule lost their 


homes, churches and in 
most cases their lives. The 
sovietization of Armenia 
and persecution of Arme- 
nian Christians left no more 
than 50 Armenian Evan- 
gelical churches in the 
world by the early 1920s. 

"The Armenian Evan- 
gelical Church quickly 
spread to Armenian com- 
munities throughout Anatolia, Syria, Armenia, Karabagh, Geor- 
gia, and other regions. By the early 1900s, there were 140 or more 
Armenian Evangelical churches with 55,000 adherents. 

“Those who survived the Genocide settled elsewhere, and slowly 
rebuilt their lives, institutions and churches in the countries where 
they had found refuge. After the dismemberment of the Soviet Union 
and the establishment of the Republic of Armenia, the Evangelical 
believers emerged from their underground existence and organized 
themselves as active churches and fellowships in their new inde- 
pendent and democratic hairenik. 

“Today, wherever there are substantial Armenian communities, 
there are Armenian Evangelical churches, schools, publications, 
and mission and service organizations ministering to all Armenians 
without discrimination. 

“Over the years, the old animosity between the Armenian Apos- 
tolic and Evangelical churches dissipated. Now both churches re- 
late to each other with respect. In an unprecedented public display 
of Christian love and fellowship, the late Catholicos of All Arme- 
nians, His Holiness Karekin I of blessed memory, and the Cath- 
olicos of the Great House of Cilicia, His Holiness Aram I, issued 
separate Words of Blessings congratulating Armenian Evangelicals 
for their outstanding spiritual, educational and philanthropic ser- 
vices to the Armenian people. The commendatory statements by 
the two Catholicoi represented history-making pronouncements, 
recognizing the Armenian Evangelical church as an integral part 
of Armenian Christianity, and embracing Armenian Evangelicals 
as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

“The beginning of a new century also offers an appropriate oc- 
casion for introspection. What is the status of the Armenian Evan- 
gelical church? To what degree has it retained its original distinc- 
tive evangelical traits and zeal? What specific areas need refor- 
mation? Can the Armenian Apostolic and Evangelical churches 
develop significant mission partnerships to reach greater numbers 
in Armenia and elsewhere? How can the Armenian Evangelical 
Church witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and yet be relevant to 
the time and place where it is called to live? 

“The effectiveness of the life and witness of the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Church in the new century will depend on how Armenian 
Evangelicals answer these crucial questions.” 0 
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VISION 


Beyond the 80th Anniversary Milestone 


by Movses B. Janbazian 


he 80" Anniversaryof the Armenian 

Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA) offers us a special occasion for 
celebration and thanksgiving. We celebrate, 
and give thanks for, eight decades of 
AMAA’s remarkable history and ministry. 
In the past 80 years, the AMAA has helped 
in building numerous churches and schools; 
educating thousands of children and youth; 
training scores of ministers and Christian 
workers; funding many relief programs; 
reaching out to hundreds of thousands of 
people; and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ by word and deed. 

On this special occasion we have to re- 
mind ourselves of God’s place in the his- 
tory and ministry of the Association as He 
has inspired the founders, leaders, members, 
workers and mission partners of the AMAA. 

The AMAA is not just a charitable orga- 
nization. Nor is it just a philanthropic foun- 
dation. The AMAA is a Christian mission- 
ary organization. And Christian mission is 
much more than the ideas, plans, labors and 
monies of human beings. Christian mission 
originates with God; it is sustained by God; 
and it finds its fulfillment in God. 

As we look back over the past 80 years, 
we see the wonderful way in which God has 
guided and blessed the life and work of the 
AMAA. He has provided the AMAA with 
dedicated leaders and capable workers. He 
has raised hardworking mission partners and 
generous supporters. God has offered the 
opportunities for ministry and brought to 
fruition our endeavors. Indeed, this 80" 
anniversary is an appropriate time to praise 
God in a special way and to exclaim with 
the psalmist: “Not unto us, O Lord, not unto 
us. But to your name give glory.” 

And what about the future? Will God be 
as gracious to the AMAA as He has been 
thus far? I believe so. If the AMAA re- 
mains faithful to the purpose for which it 
was founded as a Christian missionary or- 
ganization; if the AMAA remains a Chris- 
tian mission agency committed to fulfilling 
the Great Commission, then God will be 
pleased to sustain and perfect the work of 
the Association in the years to come. But, 


next to God’s grace and blessings, the ful- 
fillment of the mission of the AMAA be- 
yond this 80" anniversary milestone will re- 
quire the continued dedication and the com- 
bined efforts of the Board of Directors, sup- 
porting churches, contributing members, 
staff and missionaries, volunteer workers 
and mission partners of the Association. 

Moreover, the effectiveness of the mis- 
sionary work of the AMAA in the future 
will require the fulfillment of the following 
important tasks: 

Todate, the AMAA has successfully raised 
and prudently used primarily money for its 
mission outreach. Money is important for 
missions, but human resources and personal 
involvement is more essential. In the years 
to come, the Association should make a spe- 
cial effort to raise and train missionaries, and 
use their services in the mission field. The 
Association should also encourage and fa- 
cilitate the exchange of short- or long-term 
fraternal workers between its mission part- 
ners in different parts of the world. 

Second, the AMAA should vigilantly 
avoid the temptation of being overly im- 
pressed by its own budget and programs. 
Growth of assets and budgets has not been, 
is not, and should never be the goal of the 
AMAA. Larger assets and larger budgets 
are not necessarily good. Neither do they 
necessarily mean more effectiveness in mis- 
sion. Nor the large number or variety of 
supported programs are signs of a success- 
ful mission outreach. A missionary organi- 
zation or program is effective and success- 
ful when it is faithful to its Biblical man- 
date of preaching the gospel to all people in 
all lands. And the AMAA, being a Chris- 
tian missionary organization, has as its pri- 
mary purpose the fulfillment of the Great 
Commission. The Association, therefore, 
should not invest its resources and energies 
in just any good program, but focus at all 
times on developing, operating, funding and 
supporting such projects and activities that 
help plant and nurture faith communities 
which faithfully declare the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ; and openly demonstrate God’s love. 

Third, as a Christian missionary organiza- 


tion, the AMAA is committed to God’s re- 
deeming work which is aimed at the entire 
creation. Therefore, the AMAA can exist 
and serve as a Christian missionary agency 
when its programs reach out not only to Ar- 
menians but also to all peoples. “Go ye into 
all the world...” “Teach all nations...” It is 
hightime for the AMAA to come out of its 
traditional Armenian parochialism, and de- 
velop and support such projects that serve 
spiritual and physical needs of non-Arme- 
nians as well. This will mean, of course, 
reaching into new geographic areas; making 
unprecedented commitments; and working 
with unexpected mission partners. 

Fourth, the AMAA should focus more at- 
tention on, and make more investments in 
its uniting role in the larger Armenian Evan- 
gelical world family. The uniting role of the 
AMAA should also include churches and 
groups that are outside of the current Arme- 
nian Evangelical Unions. The spiritual, hu- 
man and material resources of all 
Evangelicals should be mobilized and com- 
bined for the purpose of preaching the gos- 
pel to our people in the Diaspora and in Ar- 
menia. The impact of the witness and ser- 
vice of Armenian Evangelicals will be greater 
when Evangelical leaders, churches and ser- 
vice agencies unite and pursue their common 
mission with combined and concerted efforts. 

And fifth, the AMAA should develop a 
special mission and service ministry to re- 
spond to the urgent needs of those Arme- 
nians who are living in Eastern Europe and 
in the former Soviet republics. There are 
around two million Armenians in those 
countries, who, having lived under the rule 
of an atheist totalitarian regime, for the most 
part have lost their Christian faith and spiri- 
tual values. Most of them are deprived of 
church ministries and Christian community 
life. They need schools and centers for 
Christian education and services. They lit- 
erally cry, “Come over and help us.” Who 
is listening to their pleas? Who sees their 
plight? Who will respond to their cries? 

From this 80" anniversary vantage point 
we see an abundantly blessed past for which 
we rejoice and give thanks to God. But, we 
also see a challenging yet exciting future 
that demands from us sustained dedication, 
prophetic courage, renewed missionary zeal 
and unabating commitment to Jesus Christ’s 
ongoing mission. And may God inspire and 
strengthen the worldwide AMAA family 
with these gifts of the Holy Spirit.O 
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NOW AVAILABLE FROM THE 
AMAA BOOK SERVICE PROGRAM 


"THE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL CHURCH 2000" - Compiled and Edited by Rev. Movses B. Janbazian. 
An album illustrating and describing each organized Armenian Evangelical Church in the Armenian Evangelical 
world family in 18 countries (over 300 pictures). It also includes a directory of Armenian Evangelical ministers 


worldwide. 125 pp., hc, No. 292 


ORDER FORM 
Armenian Missionary Association of America 
31 West Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652 
Tel. (201) 265-2607, Fax: (201) 265-6015 


Please forward 
copies of Armenian Evangelical Church 2000 
copes of "Little Virtuosos" CDs 
copies of Armenian Calendars 


for a total of $ plus $ for postage and 
handing. In the U.S. add US$4.00 for first copy and US$2.00 
for each additional copy. In Canada add US$6.00 for first copy 
and add US$3.00 for each additional book (order books by cata- 
logue number.). 

Name 


Street 


City Zip 


Enclosed is my check for $ 


Make checks payable to: Armenian Missionary Association of 
America, Inc. (Canada: Payable in U.S. dollars). 


Armenian Missionary Association of America 
31 West Century Road 
Paramus, NJ 07652 


AMAA'S "LITTLE VIRTUOSOS" OF 


ARMENIA - CD - North 
American Concert Tour 
2000, Musical Ensemble 
of 6 talented children - 
ages 9-14 (violins, cello, 
flute & Piano) - Armenian 


and international classical music 
(Khachatourian, Komitas, Altounian, Vivaldi, 
Grieg, Mozart, Saint Saens, Debussy 


etc.) No. 293 


ARMENIAN FAMILY’S 
CALENDAR (in Arme- 
nian) - Colorful Bible pic- 
tures on each page and 
Bible verses for each day. 
A Special edition on the oc- 
casion of the 1700th anni- 
versary of the adoption of 
Christianity by the Arme- 
nian Nation. No. 251 
$10.00 plus $2.00 for ship- 
ping and handling. 


Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 

Paramus, NJ 
Permit No. 55 


